194-                CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Unto him, three golden besants.
This action brought him much acclaim.
So, when King Richard thither came                                     4,5 80
And heard of this, he had it cried
Throughout the army far and wide
That he would give to any knight
From whatsoever land who might
Accept his pay the sum of four
Gold besants taken from his store.
This was the rightful pay and fair
Given to men for service there.1
Behold, when this promise was noised
Abroad, how the whole host rejoiced*                                   4^590
And they of low and humble state,
With those whose rank was moderate,
Who had been there a long time, said:
"Lord God, when will attack be made?
Now there has come the gallantest
Of kings in Christendom, who best
Can storm a town with strength and skill.
Now may the Lord God do His will!"
King Richard had their confidence.
RICHARD'S MALADY CAUSES DELAY
Then sent him word the king of France,                               4,600
Who had comported himself fair
Since Eastertide, when he came there,
That they should cry the attack and start
To assail the enemy's rampart.
1 This would mean more if the Estotre stated the period of time for which the knight
served for his four besants gold. The gold besant was worth four "besants saracen," and
the annual pay of a knight in the kingdom of Jerusalem, as inferred from the amount
of revenue produced by money fiefs, was about 500 besants a year. (LaMonte, Feudal
Monarchy-, pp. 149-50.) If we can presume that Richard was offering four gold besants
(i. e., 16 besants blanc) a week, it would figure to about 800 besants a year which was
very good pay indeed. Philip was at all times more conservative financially than Rich-
ard Richard of Devizes (p. 426) records that Henry of Champagne left the service of
Philip and transferred to that of Richard because the French monarch would lend him
money only against the security of his county of Champagne, while Richard freely gave
it to him.